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The Builders of Berea's
Business

We nrc dedicating this Issue of The
CltJicn to tho town of Bcrca. We
find that space will not allow us to
glvo credit to all tho men who havo
helped to build Berea's business and
thoso who are carrying It on at tho
ptoscnt time, therefore we have de-

cided to give n brief history of somo
of the early business enterprises, In-

cluding thoso that have continued
down to tho present timo. Bcrca
might bo said to be divided into two
periods: tho founding period follow-

ing tho Civil War, and tho period of
business expansion beginning nbout
IPSO. Tho years prior to 1880 wore

for business, though very
eventful for Bcrca College

Tho first man to sell goods in Ke-

ren was J. C. Coylc. He began In tho
'CO's. At first ho was located on
what Is now called Boone street, but
soon left that place and entered the
brick building which now stands on
the south side of the street across
from the S. E. Welch building. This
brick building had been erected for

One of Berea's

him. Mr. Coylo still lives In Bcrca,
but has been retired for a number of
years.

Tho second merchant to set up in
business was Lou Kmbrco- - Then
camo Ellsha Whitt, who kept a store
nnd hotel on Maine street.

In 1882 A. T. Fish opened his first
general store m Bcrca. From one
small building ho supplied ull ths
wants of tho community. Tho store
was a small frame building standing
near the present public school build-

ing. The dry-good- s, clothing, gro-

ceries nnd hnrdwaro were housed In
ono room. Mr. Fish was the first
merchant to sell peanuts nnd banan-
as In Bcrca. Many pooplo in the
neighborhood had never seen cither.
Mr. Fish also purchased the first
buggy that was ever brought to Be-rc- a,

In 1881. John G. Fee, founder
of Bcrea College, owned a phaeton,
and he nnd Mr. Fish became the ob-

jects of as they drove out In
town when the streets were good.
Fish expanded his business to Include
lumber and tan bark, all of which
was discontinued by his death In

1902.
In 1890 Mrs. Jennie B. Fish, wife

of A. T. Fish, opened her first mil-

linery store, spoken of by the sur-

rounding community as "Fish's Hat
Shop." Her first bill of hats reached
Bcrca on Thursday. She opened them
up nnd put them on display on Fri- -
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day and sold every ono Saturday,"
and the whole community was sup-- 1

piled. Mrs. Fish's millinery business
has continued with success down to
tho present time.

In tho fall of 1883 J. J. Brannaman'
purchased the store and hotel from
Ellsha Whitt It was not his inten-

tion to keep tho hotel, but necessity
forced him to provldo a place for
travelers to stop, Ho remained In
business at tho same stand until ho
retired in 1910, when he sold to J, R.
Richardson, R. R. Coyle nnd Berca
College.

In 188S B. F. Gay established a
store on the comer of what is now
tho public school grounds. Ho re-

mained In business In and around Bc-

rea until the year 1895, when ho re-

tired from active life.
E. T. Fish entered business with

P. B. Johnson In 1881. Later

to of
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ho bought out his partner and
erected the storo building on Main
street now occupied by tho Hays
Meat Market. In thoso days there
wcro no stone streets, no side walks,
no water and no lights in Bcrca. E.
T. Fish has been n promoter of busi-

ness from the beginning- - He built
up and put on a permanent basis
tho Bcrca Tclcphono Company In

1895. He built the Bcrca Canning
Factory, of which ho Is still mana-
ger. He has been the untiring pro-mot-

of tho Bcrua Fair Association,
nnd a few years ago moved to tho
country, where he made a beautiful
and productive fnm: of one that had I

been worked to death. He Is now
opening up n new roller and grist mill
in tho old Burdcttc stand. E. T
Fish has ever been a promotor of,
business. I

A man widely known and connected
with tho early history of Bcrca was'
Joo Burdcttc. When a young man'
ho camo to Bcrca in 18G2. Being a i

carpenter, ho was connected with the
erection of moro buildings, both pri-

vate and thoso of the College, prob-

ably than any other man in his time.
Besides assisting in the erection of
most of tho early buildings of tho

First Buildings

Collegc, he had tho supervision of
the erection of Lincoln Hall, Howard
Hall, Industrial and Bruco Buildings,
Library and Chapel. In 1900 ho pur-
chased the planing mill erected by
George Ames nnd Charles Lester,
This saw and pinning mill was t
very Important Industry In tho early
building of Bcrca. Besides furnish-
ing much of the material for tho
buildings of the town, much lumber
was manufactured for the early Col- -
lego buildings,

Tho village was incorporated soon
after Mr. Fish began his business
life. He was the prime mover In this
matter nnd the Honorable W. B,
Smith, who was then the representa-
tive from this county, secured the
charter from tho Legislature. Tho
first council consisted of E. T. Fish
Professor L. V. Dodge, A. J. Hanson,
Joo Burdctto nnd Richard Cornell- -

son; nnd it was about this time that
tho L. & N. Railroad was built thru
Bcrca.

About thirty-tw- o years ago, as tho
United States was entering the pe
riod of greatest commercial expan-
sion, there enmo to Berca an unusual
mnn. Samuel E. Welch came from
Jackson county and opened a general
storo which, twenty-fiv- e years later,
was one of the greatest stores of its
kind in Kentucky. Ho began with
five thousand dollars capital and at
his death left a business worth a

Buildings Boono Tavern.

hundred nnd fifty thousand dollars.
His entire business was at first In

one room. Ho then built a dry goods
store, and later built another atore
for groceries, another for hardware,
and another for feed, and then an-

other for furniture, and then another
for drugs. Ho did his own buying,
was his own manager, for many
years he kept his own books and at
all times know how every department
of his great business stood. A shoit
whilo beforo ho died he helped to es-

tablish a National Bank, and became
its president. Tho Welch business
was continued and enlarged by
his son, John W. Welch, who recently,
at the great surprise of tho entire
town, divided up tho business and sold
it in many parts to new morchants.
We will make mention of the suc-

cessors of tho Welch Department
Stores In another Issue. S. E. Welch
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Old negro folk, who were ulnves In
for by tho government at Blue Plains
negroes, many of whom have passed the

was n great benefactor to this com-

munity, in that ho taught economical
buying through cash buying, nnd he
nlso brought the prices of commod-

ities down to tho reach of the poor
farmer. Mr. Welch's death was a
business loss to the community.

Mr. J. J. Branamnn for a number
of years provided the hotel accom-

modations of the town, but later we
became minus any good hotel ae
eomnfxlations. This fact was the
causo of tho erection of Boone Tav-

ern in 1909 by Bcrca College. Since
its erection the Tavern has had two
additions. Traveling men and visi
tors find tho Boone Tavern to be one
of tho most home-lik- e and comfort
able hotels In Kentucky. People who
urcd to go to neighboring towns to
spend the week-en- d now como to Be
rca.

Berea's oldest bank is tho Bcrea
Bank & Trust Company, founded In
1901 by W. n. Porter nnd a number
of Bcrea citizens. Mr. Porter became
tho cashier. From tho beginning
down to the present tfmo tho bank
hns had a successful career, taking
enro of the business needs of tho de-

positors nnd mnking both logc nnd
small loans. J. F. Dean, the present
cashier, is well known throughout
this and ndjoinlng counties.

Berea's second bank is a National
Bank, founded by S. E. Welch, Its
first president, and J. L. Gay, the
cashier, in cooperation with a num-

ber of townspeople nnd fanners. The
Bcrca National Bank has been strong
from the beginning for two or three
particular reasons. Pcoplo had con-
fidence in the business ability of Its
president, S. E. Welch, the conserva-
tive business methods of the cashier,
and in the fact that it was a national
bank. Wo nro proud of our two
banks in Bcrca, and feel that through
tho proper management and coop-

eration they are sufficient to take
caro of tho finances of this commu-
nity.

Tho Berca Tclcphono Company,
which hns grown continually since tU
founding, moro than twenty years
ago, owes its existence and expan-
sion to four men: E. T. Fish, Fay
Hanson, W. H. Porter and J. W.
Creech. Since tho discontinuance of
tclec-ran- service In Berca. th Be- -
rca Telephone Company has handled
nil the business of tho Wcstorn Union
Telegraph Company. This company
has moro than 100 miles of pole lines, I

a system of cables In town, and tho
total equipment represents an outlay
of $45,000. The now president and
general manager of tho company Is
Robert Duerson.
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U. S. News
Washington, Dec. 5, A total of

3,808 persons were killled In automo-bi- o

accidents died as the result of
Injuries therefrom, during the last
year

Washington, Dec. 6-- Warren
G. Hording, of the President-
elect; accepted an Invitntlon from
Mrs.. Wilson and had tea at the White
House this afternoon.

Washington, Dec. Secretary
Baker was asked today by the House
military committee to appear before
it Friday and explain why
Department has recruited an army of
more than 180.000.

Washington, Dec. 7. Both Houses
oi were in sesslon to
day to hear President Wilson's an
nual message. It was read by tho
clerk, Mr. Wilson having heeded
tht advice of his physician not to ap-

pear in person to present his address.

Geneva. C. Consideration of
nn amendment to the covenant of the
League of Nations which would elim-
inate Articlo X, has been postponed
by tho assembly of tho Lcaguo of Na-

tions until the meeting.

Washington, Dec. G. Senator Henry
Cabot Lodge headed a committee
which called at the White House to-

day to inform President Wilson that
Congress was In session and ready
to receive communications from
It was the first meeting between the
President nnd Senator Lodge since
before treaty was defeated
in tho Senate under Lodge's leader-
ship.

Newport News, Dec. 4. Re-

turning to American shores today
from his vacation voyage, President-
elect Hnrdlng received a rousing
welcome from the Virginia tidewater
cities and responded a message
of renewed national confidence and
unity.

Gcnovn, 3. Presentation nnd
adoption of a resolution eliminating
Article the covenant of the
Lcaguo of Nations before the end of
the present session of tho assembly
would occasion no surprise here, it
was declared In somo quarters when
the assembly began its meeting this
morning.

Washington, Immediate

be prohibitive on "future" trading in
grain and cotton, except by actual
owners or limited of traders
under Federal license, is the basic
feature of tho Capper bill, which Is to
be ntroduced in the Senate week

by tho author( Bnd , tho nouso by

the early history of Berea's i loans of $00,000,000 from government
ncss development is incomplete We funds to aid farmers in tho face of
may havo omitted somo names that j prices of their products Is
should have been mentioned, but wo proposed by Senator Gilbert M.

havo not done it purposely. There
(

Hitchcock, Democrat, Nebraska,
are somo other men who havo been a bill drawn today after conference
In business hero for a long time, and

(
with Governor Harding of the Fed-w- e

Intend to speak of them in a later eral Reserve Board. Senator Hitch-articl- e.

plans to present the measure
We shall bo pleased to hear from. Congress meets next week,

our subscribers who havo anything
of interest to tell us of tho past. If j Washington, 4. Senator Cap-th- is

one is of Interest to you, we
(

per, of Kansas, today made public
shall appreciate help in tho next his proposed bill to stop gambling
one. in foodstuffs and cotton.

I A tax of 10 percent, designed to

To Avoid
8oIrtler, Just from his

to the sergeaut "My father
to know If I'll
ui Is

ture pig Is golug to b

tlie

11ml and

or

wife

7.

the War

wngress brief

for

Dec.

next

him.

tho peace

Va,

with

Dec.
j

X from

Dec. 2

a class

next

bus!- -

fulling

.n
a

cock
when

Dec.

your

Kentucky News
Tho urgent necessity of obtnlnlnj

more teachers for the Kentucky
schools is stressed In a letter received
Monday by M. A. Cassidy, superin-
tendent of the Lexington Public
Schools from Stato Superintendent
of Public Instruction Gcorgo Colvln.

Louisville, Dec. G. O. H. Wathen,
president of tho Old Grand Dad Dis-

tilling Company, nnd W. F. Kncbel-kam- p,

manager, were arrested this
afternoon by United States Marshul
E. II. James, charged with conspiracy
to defraud tho government in con-

nection with a shipment of 1,000
cases of whisky to Chicago recently.

Chicago, Dec. 5. Tho Twenty-fir- st

International Livestock Exposition
opened its gates Saturday, November
27, with a record attendance and more
than 10,000 onirics. The exhibits
were much larger than usual In ail
departments. To Kentucky cornea the
first International Grand Champion
Hereford bull award she has ever
won. Senator J. N. Camden, of Ver-

sailles, won the honor with the Junior
yearling bull Frinccps Domino, No.
1934G3, the bull, his manager, J. C.
Kuycr, purchased at tho Denver show
last winter for $7,100.

Middlesboro. Dec. 2. Middlcsboro
officials of the Louisville and Nash-
ville Railroad havo been advised that
n contract has been let in Louisville
for the construction of 2,000 coal
cars for the company at a cost of
$5,200,000. This contract was award
ed to the Mt. Vernon Car Works and
the American Car and Foundry Com
pany. Deliveries will begin January
1 at the rate of twenty-fiv- e cars a
day for each plant.

Richmond, Dec. 4. Miss Leila
Patrldge, 77 years old. for twelvo
years teacher of method in the East
ern State Normal School here, was
fatally Injured when she was struck
by a truck tonight. Miss Patrldge
was crossing the .street when the
trucknlt her. She was taken "at once
to Pattl M. Clay Infirmary, where it
was found that her neck was broken.
She died soon after.

Nine fully equipped moonshine stills
of from 50 to 100 gallons capacity,
0,500 gallons of still beer and 100

gallons of moonshine whisky were
seized by federal agents in the raid
in tho "South America" district of
Whitley county that followed a
pitched battle Saturday between
thirty alleged moonshiners nnd four-
teen prohibition agents and United
States deputy marshals, according to
reports Sunday afternoon.

One of the alleged moonshinera
was seriously wounded or killed in
tho skirmish which preceded the ac-

tual battle, prohibition agents re-

ported. He was unidentified.

Frankfort, Dec. 3. "Gun-totln- g nnd
whiskey-runnin- g In Kentucky must
stop," said Governor Edwin P. Mor-

row in a statement issued here today
in explanation of his refusal recent-
ly to communte jail sentences of a
number of persons convicted of carry-
ing concealed weapons and selling or
bringing liquor into tho State.

President W. J. Hutchins, of Bcrca
College, was chosen to head tho Asso-

ciation of Kentucky Colleges and
Universities for tho coming year at
tho fifteenth annual meeting held
In the Llttlo Theatre at tho Univer-
sity of Kentucky, In Lexington. Sat-

urday. Dcan Karl T. Waugh gave
an address on "Intelligence Tests for
Collego Entranco and Vocational
Training."

Representative Tinchcr, Republican,
of Kansas.

Moro than three thousand imm-
igrants are coming into Ellis Island
almost daily. Moro than one million
will be tho count for the fiscal year
1920-192- 1. More than ten million
are now waiting in various parts of
war-strike- n Europe, to swarm to
the United States as soon as they
can obtain transportation.

These millions are not Immigrants
in the strict sense of tho term. Many

of them ore refugcees refugees from
lands that have been harassed and
torn by war and treason for six
years; rofugees from countries that
offer them llttlo now but discontent,
dissension, unhopplness, impoverished
living conditions and disease.

WorWNews
The Council of the Lcaguo of Na-

tions hns determined to send forcc3
to Viina, in Russia, to preserve or-
der while tho plebiscite of tho poo-pl- o

Is being taken to rlntni-mtn- -

whether that province shall belong to
Poland or Lithuania. Spain was
asked to furnish a contingent and was
giaci to do so, considering it nn honor
to bo asked. Belgium and France
will also send forces. In this case
the object is to keep order nnd pre-
serve peace and not to make war.
It is a new use of force and is in
lino with the League. Tho result will
bo watched with interest.

It Is reported that tho Russians
have secured control of Armenia and
that a Soviet Republic has been set
up. This brings to Armenia a now
set of circumstances, but there is lit-
tle promise of peace or security In It.
It is moro likely to bo one more
causo of suffering nnd death. Just
as this news came to us, another re-
port announced the acceptance by
President Wilson of tho task of solv-
ing tho Armenia problem. He had
already agreed to aid In drawing the
boundary lines, but tho new request
Includes considerably more. He was
careful to mako It clear that use of
force must not be expected unless
Congress consents.

The widow of Terence McSwiney.
tho voluntary victim of starvation,
in Ireland, has landed In New York
City. Her reception was cnthusias
tic and a large number of people
were assembled at the dock as the
vessel came in. Among these were
the Mayor of New York and the
wife of tho Governor of tho State.
She had llttlo to say, but is going to
Washington for a conference, and
her presence is likely to arouse sym-
pathy for Irish independence; and it
is believed she desires to secure the
intervention of tho United States in
some form, if that bo possible.

The representative of the Republic
Of iArgontinafcatWhaJmeeting, of thn,
Lcaguo fit Nations', In Geneva, has
announced his purpose to withdraw
because the decision was reached to
postpone amendments of tho Cove-
nant to a later time. Jt is evident
that changes nro to bo made and are
desired, but It seemed an evidence of
good judgment that the League should
make its first meeting constructive
and positive and not open the way
for destructive and negative influen-
ces at a timo when people are look-
ing for results that will inspire con-

fidence.

Many Germans arc planning to
migrate as soon as possible. Colonies
in Mexico are planned where there
Is abundant opportunity for develop-
ment of the country and its re-
sources. It has been clear for many
years that Germany understands the
value of the Latin American coun-
tries. Thore are many settlers In
Brazil, Venezuela, Chile and other
countries of South America. Ger-
many has known how to meet the
needs and habits of the merchants of
Latin America better than England
or the United States. Excluded as
she is now, from old centers of trade,
it is to bo expected that Germany
will seek to strengthen herself In
Latin America.

The problem of Greece Is coming
to be a perplexing ono to tho nations
of Europe The peoplo seem to de-

sire tho return of Constantino, but
France nnd England fear that ha
would open a way for German Influ-

ence again In the Balkans. Greece
has secured so much additional terri-
tory as a result of tho war that Its
position Is much stronger than it has
been beforo. The people would not be
likely to give up this added territory
and Influence, and the Allies do nit
daro to entrust it to a relative of the
Hohenzollcrns.

The Homo Rulo Bill Is being dis
cussed by tho House of Lords, regard
less of tho acts of terrorism that are
taking place. Lord Grey, Foreign
Minister of England at the outbreak
of tho World War, is leading an ap
peal for liberal dealing with Ireland.
He has not suggested that the de-

mand for Independence be granted,
but ho asks for a moro elastic bill

one that will allow of more
changes and response to the wish
of tho people. His plea is not
appparently meeting much sympathy
among the Lords.


